
Overview of noxious weed management in NSW
The implementation of noxious weed management has been the responsibility of local government in 
NSW since 1906, providing continuity in weed management. In a state as large and diverse as NSW there is 
a great variation in weed species and their ability to impact on the local flora and agricultural industries. 
Continuity in weed management provides benefits for local communities. An informed council can make 
decisions on noxious weed priorities for its area and implement an appropriate control strategy. Councils 
and the weeds staff they employ are the first line of defence against noxious weeds in NSW.   Where 
councillors and local government managers understand their roles and responsibilities in supporting the 
noxious weed control process, the benefits to all of us, our industries and our environment are greatly 
enhanced.

Noxious weeds
The law requires all landholders in certain areas to control certain serious weeds. These are known as 
noxious weeds, and the law that declares these in NSW is the Noxious Weeds Act 1993.

To be declared noxious, a number of criteria must be met:
 a weed must have potential to cause harm to people,
 a weed must be able to be controlled by reasonable means,
 a weed must have the potential to spread within an area and to other areas, and
 the control of a weed must provide a benefit to the community over and above the cost of 
        implementing the control program.

Many 'bad' weeds do not meet the criteria for declaration.

Noxious weeds control orders 
In NSW the administration of noxious weed control is the responsibility of the Minister for Primary 
Industries under the Noxious Weeds Act 1993. The Act is implemented and enforced by the Local Control 
Authority for the area, usually local government. 

In some areas, groups of Local Control Authorities have initiated co-operative structures to jointly 
implement the noxious weed control functions for their region.

The Act aims to:
 Ensure a uniform and co–ordinated approach to the control of noxious weeds throughout NSW.
 Define the roles and responsibilities of all authorities and occupiers of land.
 Provide powers to enable the coordinated control of weeds in NSW.
 Provide for funding assistance from the state government, and
     Categorise noxious weeds according to the level of control that is required for each weed and 
        location.
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Compliance with the Act provides the community with the following benefits:
 The financial impacts are reduced.
 The spread of noxious weeds is reduced.
      Damage to the environment, biodiversity, waterways, infrastructure and water quality is   
        reduced.
 Impacts on health and welfare of animals and the community are reduced.
 New or emerging weeds are identified and managed before they cause serious impact, and
      Weed management occurs in a coordinated manner making effective use of all available   
        resources.

A list of noxious weeds and weed control orders can be found at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/weeds .

Control of noxious weeds on private property
Occupiers of private land are required to control noxious weeds according to the weeds’ control class for 
their area.

Where any occupier fails to control weeds on their land, the council may issue a notice for the control of the 
weed.

If the occupier fails to comply with a notice, the council may prosecute and / or enter the property and 
carry out any necessary weed control work, charging the landholder any reasonable expense incurred. 
Alternatively, the council may issue an ‘on the spot’ penalty for breaches of the Act.

Control of noxious weeds on public land
Councils and public authorities are required to control noxious weeds on land under their control.

Only the Minister has the power to issue notices to public land managers and councils to control noxious 
weeds on their land.

Summary of noxious weeds control categories
The following is a summary of NSW noxious weed control orders.

A weed control order takes effect when it is published in the Government Gazette.

The weed control order is to do the following:

 Declare the plant as noxious
 Apply a weed control class or classes (see Table 1)
 Specify land to which the order applies
 Specify control objectives for the plant
 Specify the term of the order (not exceeding 5 years).
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Responsibility of local government 
Local Control Authorities are responsible for controlling noxious weeds and administering the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 in their areas.

In most areas of NSW the Local Control Authority is the council.  

Local Control Authorities are required to fund and implement their responsibilities under the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 in their respective areas. Most of these functions are detailed in section 36 of the Act but 
others may be found throughout the Act.

Table 1 Control Classes of Noxious Weeds

A complete copy of the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 can be found at www.legislation.nsw.gov.au .
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Weed   Weed Type     Example of control requirementsWeed   Weed Type     Example of control requirements

Class 1  Plants that pose a potentially 
  serious threat to primary production 
  or the environment and are not 
  present in the state or are present 
  only to a limited extent.

Class 2  Plants that pose a potentially serious 
  threat to primary production or the 
  environment of a region to which the 
  order applies and are not present in 
  the region or are present only to a 
  limited extent.

Class 3  Plants that pose a serious threat to 
  primary production or the environment 
  of an area to which the order applies, are 
  not widely distributed in the area and 
  are likely to spread in the area or to 
  another area.

Class 4  Plants that pose a threat to primary 
  production, the environment or human 
  health, are widely distributed in an area 
  to which the order applies and are likely 
  to spread in the area or to another area.

Class 5  Plants that are likely, by their sale or the 
  sale of their seeds or movement within 
  the State or an area of the State, to spread 
  in the State or outside the State.

The plant must be eradicated from the land 
and the land must be kept free of the plant.
The weeds are also ‘notifiable’ and a range of 
restrictions on their sale and movement exist.

The plant must be eradicated from the land 
and the land must be kept free of the plant.
The weeds are also ‘notifiable’ and a range of 
restrictions on their sale and movement exist.

The plant must be fully and continuously 
suppressed and destroyed.

The growth and spread of the plant must be 
controlled according to the measures specified in 
a management plan published by the local control 
authority.

There are no requirements to control existing 
plants of Class 5 weeds. However, the weeds are 
‘notifiable’ and a range of restrictions on their sale 
and movement exist.
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Council duties include:
 Ensuring occupiers of private land fulfil their obligations under the Noxious Weeds Act 1993.
 Inspection of land within their area in connection with noxious weeds.
 Enforcing the control of noxious weeds as per the control class
 Weed management on land occupied by the council and on roads in their area.
 Publicity about weeds declared in the area.
 Proposing changes to noxious weed declarations.
 Developing, implementing and coordinating local strategies and policies.
 Providing on-going approved training and professional development for weed staff.
 Providing adequate resources to implement noxious weed programs.

Councils are required to provide reports on these functions at the request of the Minister. This reporting 
requirement is also a condition of the NSW Weeds Action Program.

Section 36  Noxious Weeds Act 1993
Noxious Weed control functions of Local Control Authorities

A Local Control Authority has the following noxious weed control functions in relation to the area for which 
it is the Local Control Authority (the"local area" ):

    (a)  responsibility for the control of noxious weeds by occupiers of land (other than public authorities or  
 Local Control Authorities),
    (b)  control of noxious weeds on land owned or occupied by the Local Control Authority and on certain  
 roads and watercourses, rivers or inland waters as provided by this Act, 
    (c)  to ensure, so far as practicable, that owners and occupiers of land (other than public authorities or  
 other Local Control Authorities) carry out obligations to control noxious weeds imposed under this  
 Act, 
    (d)  to develop, implement, co-ordinate and review noxious weed control policies and noxious weed  
 control programs,  
    (e)  inspection of land within the local area in connection with its noxious weed control functions, 
    (f )  to report, at the request of the Minister, on the carrying out of the Local Control Authority’s 
 functions under this Act, 
    (g)  to co-operate with Local Control Authorities of adjoining areas to control noxious weeds, where  
 appropriate, 
    (h)  any other functions that are conferred or imposed on the Local Control Authority by or under this  
 Act. 
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What is the role of council weeds staff 
Weeds staff perform the council functions in enforcing the Noxious Weeds Act 1993. They should be 
appointed by the council itself and their appointment recorded in the council minutes. The General 
Manager should provide a certificate identifying the appointee as an inspector for the purposes of the Act.

Weeds staff generally have the powers to enter properties, undertake surveys and inspections, collect 
evidence, issue penalty notices and serve weed control notices on behalf of the council.

These officers play a diverse role in the community and are responsible for implementing councils’ policies, 
strategies and noxious weed control programs. They often have wider contact with ratepayers than other 
council officers.

Weeds staff are the front line defence against weeds. They work with, and for, the local community to 
protect their valuable assets including agricultural land, bushland, recreational facilities, private property 
and waterways.

Duties of a council weeds staff
The role of council weeds staff is extremely varied and fulfils numerous functions within the council. The 
following is a summary of their main activities.

Management planning and keeping records

Council weeds staff are usually responsible for:
 Developing council weed management strategies.
 Surveying and mapping of weed infestations.
 Integrating control programs with other council and community activities.
 Reporting on noxious weed distribution and abundance.
 Maintaining accurate records.
 Preparing grant applications and reports on behalf of the council.
 Liaising with Public Authorities, and other Local Control Authorities.
 Contributing to the development of regional weed management and natural resource plans and  
        strategies.
 Developing policies for council approval.
 Participating in Regional Weeds Committees and contributing toward the developing and 
                     funding of their coordinated activities.

Education and promotion of weed management to the community

Weeds staff educate the community on all aspects of noxious weed identification and management. They 
develop information displays, conduct presentations, develop and distribute weed awareness material 
and provide training to the community.
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Education of other council staff

Weeds staff liaise with council operations and contract staff assisting them in incorporating practical weed 
management into engineering, construction, maintenance, waste, landscape and park management 
activities.

Advising land managers on integrated weed management

Weeds staff trial new weed management methods and provide weed management advice to land 
managers, community groups, planners, consultants, other council staff and elected members.

Local operational activities

Weeds staff also coordinate the control of noxious weeds on land under the management of council.

Enforcement of the Noxious Weeds Act 1993

Weeds staff are responsible for:
 Regularly inspecting properties, nurseries and other businesses for the presence of noxious        
                     weeds.
 Providing advice to land managers on their responsibilities and suitable weed management  
        options.
 Determining if new weed incursions have the potential to become a serious problem.
 Developing management plans and initiating control measures for new weeds.
 Initiating councils’ application for noxious weed declarations.
 Dealing with community inquiries, and
 Resolving conflicting weed and land management  issues.

Weeds Action Program 2015-2020
The NSW Weeds Action Program 2015-2020 (WAP1520) is a NSW Government initiative to reduce the 
impact of weeds and is guided by the NSW Biosecurity Strategy 2013-2021 (the Biosecurity Strategy) and 
the NSW Invasive Species Plan 2015-2020 (ISP).

The Biosecurity Strategy outlines how government, industry and the community need to work together to 
identify, minimise, respond to and manage biosecurity risks, including weeds.

The ISP provides a state-level framework for the coordinated and cooperative management of invasive 
species, including weeds. It complements other existing strategies, in particular the Biosecurity Strategy 
and the Australian Weed Strategy.

WAP1520 demonstrates the Government’s commitment to the ISP through:
 assisting in the timely detection and quick response to new weed incursions;
 prioritising weed management programs to achieve the greatest benefit.
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 providing effective and targeted on-ground weed control;
 increasing community ownership of, and involvement in, effective weed management;
 integrating weed management into education programs;
 improving the knowledge base for weed management;
 monitoring the implementation of the ISP; and
 encouraging the use of cost-sharing arrangements.

The regional component of the NSW WAP is to help local weed control authorities and other stakeholders 
develop partnerships to effectively target weeds; identify and stop new weeds early and increase 
community involvement in weed management.

Further information on the Murray & Riverina Weeds Action Programs can be found at: 
www.riverinaweeds.org.au .
 

Future changes in weed management 
NSW Department of Primary Industries recently introduced the Biosecurity Act 2015. The Act, which 
replaces 14 separate pieces of legislation (including the Noxious Weeds Act 1993), was developed to 
improve the  protection of community, economy and environment from biosecurity risks.

The regulations, policies, procedures and systems that will support the Act are currently being developed.

Further information detailing the upcoming changes can be found at: 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/content/biosecurity/biosecurity-act-2015  .
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