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MINUTES
MEETING 13 June 2013
COMMENCING 9:35 am
Welcome / Introductions:
Cr Doug Myer, Greater Hume Shire Council, for Cr Tony Quinn
John Frances, Hume LHPA

Rob Kuiper, Murrumbidgee CMA

Apologies: 
Butch Lane, Mark Luff, Duane Shawcross, Steve Campbell, Chris Hosking, Sylvester Tan
Moved:
Mel Wilkerson
Seconded:
Adam Craig 
CARRIED
Attendees: 

Dave Meyer (Mayor Greater Hume) Julia McCourt, Murray CMA

Alan Gundrill Lockhart Shire

Patrick Minogue, Corowa Shire

Jeremy Crocker, Wagga Wagga CC

Jan Mitchell, Albury City

Steve Only, Albury City

Russell Pervicval, Gundagai Shire

Mason Crane, Gundagai Shire

Chris O’Loughlin, Narrandera Shire

Peta Perram, Narrandera Shire

Sally Fitzgerald, Crown Lands

Shona Cowley Crown Lands

Neale Whitsed, Hume LHPA

Kylie Durant, Holbrook Landcare
Roger Evans
Rodney Anderson,

Mel Wilkerson, Tumut Shire
Robert Ferguson, RENWA
Chris Slinger, RENWA

Adam Craig,  Wagga Wagga CC

Graeme Worboys, Cootamundra Shire
Richard Ahearn, Crown Lands

Paul McPherson, Tumbarumba Shire

Neil Hibberson, Greater Hume Shire

Paula Bosse, ERNWAG / WRNWAG
Rob Kuiper, Murrumbidgee CMA

John Frances Hume LHPA

Michael Michelmore, DPI
Minutes:
 
Moved:
Patrick Minogue
Seconded:
Paul McPherson
CARRIED
Business Arising

The repairs to the weeds trailer have been completed
Correspondence In

· Albury City Council – problems with RMS ignoring red guide posts (see General Business)
· Invoice for sponsorship

· Henty MFD – prospectus & application form
Hume LHPA to be approached regarding continued sharing of the site or whether a separate site is required
· Jeremy Crocker – (see General Business)
· Corowa Shire – possible declaration of Khaki Weed  (see General Business)

· Wagga Wagga Livestock Marketing Centre – Weed Management Program & Quality Assurance (attached)

Correspondence Out

· Letters of support for grants applications to DPI for small innovative projects
· $1,000 Conference Sponsorship

Moved:
Neale Whitsed
Seconded:
Mel Wilkerson
CARRIED
Financial Report

· All but two (2) organisations have paid their subscriptions

· Murray CMA, National Parks and Forrestry Corporation have requested to be excluded.

· Balance $12,412.26

· Expenditure $2,55.76

· Invoice for trailer repairs $1,430.00 – ERNWAG’s share $715.00 (ex GST)

Moved:
Neale Whitsed
Seconded:
Adam Craig
CARRIED
RWNPO Report 
Paula & Lisa’s Reports attached.

Issues discussed from Reports:
1. Endorsement of:
a) Vehicle Hygiene Protocol WAP2.1.1.9

FINAL
b) High Risk Pathways & Sites WAP1.1.1

Working Document UPDATE

c) New Incursion Plan – Fireweed


FINAL

d) New Incursion Plan – Alligator Weed


FINAL

Moved for adoption / endorsement:
Alan Gundrill
Seconded:
Graeme Worboys
CARRIED
2. MERI & Performance Management
Members encouraged to show interest to get more local training opportunities

3. Crown Lands Weeds Grants
Members encouraged to lodge applications in the future

4. Conference
Chairs for sessions invited
5. John Holland Rail Restructure
A representative to be invited as a guest speaker

6. Trailer Booking Forms & Checklists
Updated and to be put online.

7. Uniform for Henty
Ongoing investigations

Proposed to have ERNWAG  + ERNWAG Logos + No Space for Weeds
Moved
Richard Ahearn
Seconded:
Alan Gundrill
CARRIED
DPI Report Michael Michelmore
· Local Land Services:

· Previous CMA weeds projects to follow through,
Though some funding arrangements may change

· District agronomists moving to CMAs & will be working on a project basis but traditional roles as individual specialist advisers are changing.
· LHPA pest rangers to move to LLS

· Noxious Weeds Programs to remain with Councils but will be reviewed in 2 years

· Regional Weed Strategies mostly will not need changing but can be adjusted if appropriate.

· Future of WAP
· IPART hearing is scheduled to be held in Wagga Wagga to discuss who will be required to pay rates for LLS
· Councils to collect rates is an option on the table

Weeds Officers Reports 

Albury:
Jan Mitchell
Coolamon:
Chris Slinger
Cootamundra:
Graeme Worboys

Corowa:
Pat Minogue
Gundagai:
Russel Percival
Greater Hume:
Neil Hibberson

Junee:
Chris Slinger
Lockhart:
Alan Gundrill

Narrandera:
Peta Perram
Tumbarumba:
Paul MacPherson

Tumut:
Mel Wilkerson

Urana:
No Report

Wagga Wagga:
Adam Craig

Hume LHPA:
Verbal report
Riverina LHPA:
No Report

Crown Lands:
Shona Cowley
CL Pests & Weeds Funding
· Closed 3 May
· Regional Weeds Coordinators
to convene an assessment panel

· Applications to be sent to Coordinators
at the end of June

· Applications to be assessed
 & recommendations to Crown Lands
 by end of July

Albury Env. Land.:
Richard Ahearn

John Holland Rail:
Not represented
Lachlan CMA:
No Report

Murray CMA:
Julia McCourt

Murrumbidgee CMA:
Rob Kuiper
State Forests:
Not present (apology
General Business

1. RMS ignoring Red Guide Posts

Motion put that ERNWAG write to both Minister for Roads & Ports and Minister for Primary Industries requesting that Roads & Maritime Services be directed to make the control of noxious weeds a higher priority

Moved
Albury City Council
Seconded:
Alan Gundrill

CARRIED
Mel Wilkerson recommended to the meeting that:

· A list of Red Guide Posts areas be a advised to RMS

· That under the Noxious Weeds Act Council can issue stop work orders

2. Khaki Weed

Weed declaration proposed by Corowa Shire Council

Council can attend to control. 

There is no advantage to having a noxious declaration. Not financially viable

NOT SUPPORTED
3. Blackberry Forum

Mel Wilkerson tabled a draft proposal for consideration by members. 

4. Conference Update
· Members are invited to chair sessions
· To date there were 139 registrations

· Sponsorship for the dinner had been received from LG & S Association
5. Fleabane Discussion
Graeme Worboys advised:

· Best advice is from agronomists
· Timing of control is important

· CLOMAC is registered for control of fleabane

6. Privet
Mason Crane advised the meeting:

· There are benefits in getting it listed. May lead to more funding

· However it is to widespread and too common

· It is a localised issue for individual councils.

· Expensive to control

· It is better to treat it as an environmental weed – greater flexibility

· Noxious weed declaration creates responsibility

7. Galinea

Alan Gundrill queried recent correspondence fro Murray CMA regarding the declaration of Galinia pubescens being declared a noxious weed.
The case for declaration is not supported by risk assessments.

8. Henty
Members asked to pot weeds including look-alikes for Henty

9. Field Days

Peta Perram requested that information on field days be more widely circulated.

10. End of Year Budgeting

Mel Wilkerson recommended that Members check that their unspent incomes are carried over correctly

11. Nurseries

Members need to check for incorrect labelling of Pennisetum advena rubrum – purple fountain grass
Date, Time & Venue of Next Meeting

Thursday 17 October 2013
Holbrook

AGM at 9:30 am

GM to follow

Meeting Closed: 2.10 pm
Wagga Wagga Livestock Marketing Centre (LMC)

Weed Management Program and Quality Assurance

Background

The LMC is owned and operated by Wagga Wagga City Council (WWCC) for the purpose of marketing Cattle and Sheep it holds regular sales for cattle and sheep on Monday’s and Thursdays respectively.

The LMC sells an average of 130,000 cattle and 1,750,000 sheep annually. The site owned by WWCC is approximately 25 hectares located within the Bomen Business Park 10 kilometres from Wagga Wagga’s CBD.

The physical marketing of livestock at the LMC is controlled by members of the Wagga Selling Agents Association (WSAA). Member’s source, advise, prepare and sell livestock on behalf of producers from within a radius of approximately 300 kilometres from the site.

Operation

Livestock are inspected by Livestock Health and Pest Authority (LHPA) rangers at every regular sale at the LMC. These inspections include correct documentation, animal health and relevant compliances.

The LMC is an accredited audited member of the National Saleyard Quality Assurance Program that is subject to an external independent audit annually that includes an on property weed management program. This program includes record keeping of chemical applications and regularity to ensure product integrity is met. The program also includes but is not limited to:

· Regular weed inspections by LMC staff of the entire site both operational and non operational land

· Regular mowing schedule that includes all laneways leased and non-leased large lairage areas. This is backed up by contract mowers in the high growth season to ensure proper control

· WWCC Rangers regular inspection of site for pest weeds

Summary

Due to the above operational procedures and schedules it is not possible for livestock to become contaminated by weed seed from the site.

The LMC is committed to best practice in the livestock marketing industry and is recognised as a leader in the field

As manager of the facility I am more than comfortable to answer any further questions in this regard and guarantee that the quality and product integrity of livestock that utilise this site are in no way reduced by their time here.

Paul Martin

Manager LMC 

martin.paul@wagga.nsw.gov.au
RNWPO (Paula) Report – June 2013
· MERI Training – 2 day workshop (MERI + Performance mgt. Contents same. 23rd-24th July Tamworth.
· Order 30 – nothing to report. 
· Declaration of Fireweed - all letters received & submitted to DPI (22/4/13). Hoping it’ll sneak into Order 30!
· What’s overdue? Emailed out 30/5 – thank you to those that responded instantly! Circulate copy 
· Project Coordination Team Meeting – TBA – panel ranking Crown Lands grant applications

· Attended several 17th Biennial Weeds Conference committee meetings. We will be asking Riverina weedos to assist with chairing sessions. Let Paula, Hibbo or Fergo know if you are keen.

· Electronic Notifiable weed reporting form.  DPI now posts current and previously reported outbreaks of notifiable weeds on the extranet for your information – so don’t forget to fill out the form.  We have a new weed in the Riverina! Kevin Woods (
· Review of all RWS – these are currently on hold until the LLS structure is finalised.
· Additional funding for AW surveillance and control – 2 reports are still outstanding. It is an expectation that we report on funding received!
· Local Land Services – I will continue to circulate all correspondence I receive.
· John Holland Rail contact – Christen’s position has been deleted with the latest restructure, all her current programs are suspended. Contact details - Phone: 1300 661 390 Email: crn.enquiry@jhg.com.au
· NSW Weeds Conference – registrations (100+ so far) – online http://www.nswweedsconference2013.com/ 

· Display Trailer booking form + checklists – have been updated & will be circulated & put online once the host council is confirmed to take the booking fee.

· WAP identifier & NSW DPI logo – I need to update all WAP documents to include the WAP identifier.

· WOTR - remaining booklets selling at $2 each (to cover reprinting costs). Get in contact with us to purchase
· Mapping – hasn’t progressed since last meeting
· Red Guide post survey – circulated 5/4/13. Thank you to everyone who responded - we used this information when submitting the State WAP project.

GPS Red Guide posts - Ultimately we’d like to be able to produce a map of all our sites. Could everyone keep a database of the coordinates of their red guide posts?  If the state project is successful we will produce a before and after map of posts installed. FYI - Coordinates – ph vs GPs – differ!
WAP 1.1.2 - needs finalising before EOFY – I’ll most likely leave the mapping out to be inserted at a later date.  

Bio-control database – discussion was had at Henty that we need a regional database of Biocontrol release sites along with nursery sites.  I have started a database with the information we currently have & a factsheet on ‘release tips’.  This will be circulated once we are happy with the layout & data we need to collect.

WOC&W NSW – ERNWAG & WRNWAG were successful with their quote ‘preparation of weed id booklet’ for Macquarie & Lachlan RWACs.  $11,000 project.  Lisa will be pulling this together based on our booklet.
New Innovative projects State WAP – submitted 2/5/2013

· Pilot - Red Guide Post Project - Riverina, Lachlan & Macquarie RWACs (RNWPO submitted)

· Implementing aquatic weeds strategic plans in the Murray Darling Basin (WRNWAG submitted)

· Weed Id App (Murrumbidgee CMA submitted – endorsed by E/WRNWAG)

· Fireweed biocontrol project (UNE submitted – endorsed by ERNWAG)

· Hawkweed mgt program (NPWS submitted – endorsed by ERNWAG)

· State-wide portal for reporting high priority weeds – Lock Learn Act (NCWAC submitted)

· DNA bar-coding of invasive grasses (EH Graham Centre for Agricultural Innovation submitted – endorsed by ERNWAG)
WAP reporting 12/13 – spreadsheets were emailed to all participants 6/12/12 so you could begin ticking things off on your 3rd year WAP targets. Do not leave til the last minute as I will not be chasing the councils who failed to meet the deadline last year!  If you did not receive your updated spreadsheet, please contact me ASAP & I’ll email it again. Your completed WAP report is due on my email COB 30/7/13. The signed original ‘additional reporting info/expenditure statement’ is also due on my desk COB 30/7/13.

WAP Documentation – Minor changes were made to each document based on feedback received.

Seeking endorsement of:

· WAP 2.1.1.9 Vehicle Hygiene protocol – final document (circulated 8/4/13)

· WAP 1.1.1 High Risk Pathways and Sites – working document (circulated 9/4/13)

· NIP Fireweed  2013-2018 – final document (25/3/13)

· NIP AW 2013-2018 – final document (25/3/13)

RNWPO (Lisa) Report – June 2013
Chinwag – E Newsletter –Aiming  to get Chinwag out at least once a month.  Going well so far. 

Our website – www.riverinaweeds.org.au – is constantly being updated.  Remember if there is anything you want to see on there let Lisa know.  We generally put info on there before we circulate it – so check it regularly!
Henty Field Days
The theme for this year’s HMFD will be Hygiene so get your thinking caps on now because it always comes around fast!  And this is the last meeting before the field days.

Slasher for display?

It was discussed at last meeting that it may be beneficial to have a slasher on site for display so we can demonstrate where land holders need to clean, where weeds are likely to get caught etc.  Does anyone have any input as to how this could be done?  Does anyone have one available that we could park for the week?

Roster
Due to issues last year with not having enough bodies around all day it was agreed to have a setup shift and a lockup shift this year.  This will mean that the people who volunteer to come in early and open up will be able to leave earlier in the day.  The late starters will be there to lock up in the afternoon.  This will hopefully alleviate the same people having to open and close.

Also there will be restrictions on who gets car passes.  If you have a car pass you have to expect to stay for the ENTIRE duration as no one is allowed out of the field day until the close of the day.  Keep in mind before you put up your hand for a pass. 

Lisa will be sending out an email requesting days/shifts preferred to organise a roster. 

Posters

Paula has with her the design for the new banners.  We have decided to go with banners rather than posters for ease of putting up and looking much more professional.  Thank you to Anthony Berry for drawing such wonderful pictures that we have been able to utilise on these.  Tony you are very talented!!

Green Bags

We have to order new bags for the field days.  Unfortunately the dark green bag has been discontinued but we do have an alternative of a lighter green colour.  Paula has the sample of these here.  I have included the quote for 1000 bags and 1000 stickers to go on the bags.  

Red Guide Post Factsheet – Is almost complete. Paula has those here for all to have a look at.   

Weeds of Central & Western NSW – Currently Lisa is in the process of creating a new version of our Weeds of the Riverina for Central & Western NSW.  This is a paid project that will give our budget a boost.  The project is based on our booklet but will contain some different weeds and wording as required.  
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SINCE THE LAST MEETING ... Date: 7.6.13

Name: Graeme Worboys Organisation: Cootamundra Shire Council
New weed incursions (Category A or B):

None — Coolatai grass regrowth has occurred, but in known sites with no new sites seen
Inspections undertaken:

High risk sites (number) — all high risk sites inspected

High risk sites (hectares) -

High risk pathways (kilometres) — all pathways inspected in late 3 months

Have you completed a river inspection? No

Bio-control agents you’ve released? Weed warriors update.

None — but planning to release plume moth for horehound at various sites

Public awareness activities undertaken:

drumMUSTER collection day — weed booklet distributed

Local news in Council snippets column in Cootamundra Herald

Bi-monthly weed advertisement in Cootamundra Herald re Coolatai grass (April)and African boxthorn
(June)

Planned public awareness activities coming up (we can promote on the website):

Nil, but council looking into green waste collection plan for town/villages which will be a chance to
promote weed control

Weeds of National Significance update:
African boxthorn and blackberry control undertaken

Cooperative arrangements /projects (working successfully with ARTC, RMS, CMA, NPWS etc):
Working with ARTC re weed management plan for their land on the Cootamundra-Milvale line
Weed control has been undertaken on LHPA reserves

Please submit electronic copy to secretary for inclusion in meeting minutes PB 20/2/12
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SINCE THE LAST MEETING ... Date: 13/06/1013

Name: Neil Hibberson Organisation: Greater Hume Shire Council

New weed incursions (Category A or B):
Coolatai grass on Hume highway treated.

Green Cestrum plants found along the Billabong creek from Walbundrie to Rand.
Inspections undertaken:

Inspections carried out across the shire including HR areas.

h risk sites (number) -

igh risk sites (hectares) -

High risk pathways (kilometres) -

Have you completed a river inspection?

Bio-control agents you've released? Weed warriors update.
Public awareness activities undertaken:

Planned public awareness activities coming up
Information day in the Walbundrie/rand area on Green cestrum.

Weeds of National Significance update:
Final Alligator Weed inspection around dam and along creek for this season with Mitch and Charlie

Cooperative arrangements /projects

Are you on track with the current WAP year - targets & finances?
Yes

Future guest speakers or topics:

Please submit electronic copy to secretary for inclusion in meeting minutes PB 20/2/12
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Are you on track with the current WAP year — targets & finances?

Yes

Future guest speakers or topics:

Please submit electronic copy to secretary for inclusion in meeting minutes PB 20/2/12




All Correspondence:

	Richard Ahearn
The Group Chairperson
PO Box 566
ALBURY NSW 2640
	T    02 6042 4707
F    02 6041 2028
M  0459 841 130
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SINCE THE LAST MEETING ... Date: 10.6.2013
Name: Chris Slinger Organisation: RENWA

New weed incursions (Category A or B): No new incursions to report

Inspections undertaken:High risk sites (number) — Of the10 sites of Coolatai Grass in
Coolamon and Junee, only 2 have been Inactive. Approx 80 plants have been pulled and
bagged. Junee Abbatoirs, Junee Correctional Centre, Junee Coolamon Treatment Works
High risk sites (hectares) — High risk pathways (kilometres) — Newell HWY
Murrumbidgee River- 2sites.

Have you completed a river inspection? Not yet

Bio-control agents you’ve released? Weed warriors update. Potted Bridal Creeper plants
infested with rust and leaf hoppers are to be moved to infect other areas.

Public awareness activities undertaken?
Planned public awareness activities coming up (we can promote on the website):

Weeds of National Significance update :nil

Cooperative arrangements /projects (1) Contact with JHG following a large outbreak of
Coolatai Grass along the Old Junee corridor. JHG could not spray due to

some administrative problem. They finally agreed to provide protection officers to allow
RENWA to do the job. (2) The Road Reserves modification project is set to commence. This
project is about making alterations to

road reserves to allow boom spraying to be carried out. This will be preceded by a burn to
identify hazards which will also enhance hand spraying. (3) The Native Vegetation Vs Weeds
project is also about to commence. This project is about trialling mixes of different strata of

Please submit electronic copy to secretary for inclusion in meeting minutes
PB 20/2/12
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