New biological control publications now available
The aim of a biological control (biocontrol) program is to introduce insects or diseases (agents) which attack the target weed and to use them to successfully manage this weed and reduce its impacts. The time and resources devoted to the selection, testing, release and evaluation of a biocontrol agent can be significant.  

To assist natural resource managers and policy makers in this area, the Weeds CRC has just produced a series of guides and factsheets on biocontrol.

The two best practice guides: 

1. Release and establishment of weed biological control agents 

2. Impact evaluation of weed biological control agents 
summarise key principles, practices and insight gained over many years of biocontrol research.

The guide on release and establishment outlines ways to enhance establishment of agents to increase the efficiency of weed biocontrol programs. 

The guide on impact evaluation highlights principles and approaches to measure the impacts of agents on target weed populations and to quantify the benefits for associated plant communities, ecosystems, the economy and society in general.  

To complement these guides a series of four, easy-to-read, 2-page factsheets have been produced:

1. Biological control of weeds: selection of agents 
2. Biological control of weeds: host testing 
3. Biological control of weeds: release and establishment 
4. Biological control of weeds: impact evaluation 
These factsheets introduce biocontrol, describe relevant issues, list key principles and provide guidelines, a case study and a further reading list. 

To view a copy of the guides please visit: http://www.weedscrc.org.au/publications/weed_man_guides.html#bpgbio
If you would like hard copies of the guides posted to you please let me know how many you require and your postal address.

To view a copy of the factsheets please visit: http://www.weedscrc.org.au/publications/factsheets_guidelines.html 

Please note that hard copies of the factsheets are not available.
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