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Report Compiled by Jeremy Crocker.

On Friday 9th April Adam Craig and | received a
call form Adrian Noble, Horticultural Regulatory
Officer from NSW Industry & Investment in
regard to a strange plant growing in a Wagga
resident’s vegetable patch. It was suspected of
being wild cucumber that she thought may have
grown from a pack of Dwarf bean seeds
purchased from a local store.

After some research to see exactly what wild
cucumber was, Adam and | went to visit the
resident. Upon looking at the plant we decided
that it was not wild cucumber. We took a couple
of samples of the fruit and the plant and went to
the weeds unit at | & I. We showed the sample
to Annette Beer,Han Wen Wooand Rex
Stanton. Although they were unable to identify
the plant on sight, after searching through the
Cucumis species online Rex was able to identify
the plant as African Horned Cucumber, a plant
grown in some parts of the world as a food crop.

Adam and | later visited the store where the
seeds were purchased to see if there were
anymore on sale (which there was not). The
resident was also informed of the identification
and that more samples would be taken to try
and ascertain how the plant got there.

Further samples and the seed packet were
taken to Syd Lisle and Adrian Noble at |1 & I. On
inspection of the entire remaining contents of the
seed packet we came to the conclusion that the
seed was probably not the culprit in the arrival of
the plant and that it had most probably came in
soil or mulch of some sort.

After the story ran in the local Wagga paper
Jeremy and Adam were inundated with calls
from people who have, or have had the
cucumber in their garden. After investigating
these they have decided that the most likely
theory is the cucumber was bought in by
contaminated sugar cane mulch.
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

Anyone who's day to day duties involve the
application of pesticides, aerial pesticide pilots
and operators, ground rig operators, farmers,

councils and their outdoor staff involved in
pesticide application, golf and bowling green
staff who use pesticides

WHERE & WHEN?

17 MAY 2010 commencing at 2.00pm at the
DECCW training facility located at the Wagga
field research station, Olympic Highway
Wagga Wagga
19 MAY 2010 commencing at 1.00pm at the
NSW fire brigades training facility at the
Deniliquin airport
BOOKINGS
Bookings will be essential
and can be arranged by calling

Jennifer Costigan on 02 60 220 603 or
Frank Robinson on 02 60 220 608
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A project managed by the University of New
England has developed a valuable free
information resource titled 'Weed Detection
and Control on Small Farms'.

If you have an extension role with hobby or
small farm owners, we encourage you to
distribute copies of this booklet as you are
able as a means of extending the findings of
this research. These will be distributed on a
first-come first-served' basis.

This booklet seeks to
describe 'best
practice’  principles
for detecting and
controlling weeds on
Australian farms,
most appropriate to
lifestyle or hobby
farm owners.

The booklet

discusses the
importance of controlling weeds, the
principles of weed detection (where and
when to look for weeds on the farm, how to
identify an unknown plant and what to do
when a new weed outbreak is found), weed
control  responsibilities and methods
appropriate to small farm owners, guidelines
for responsible herbicide use and
accreditation, and available weed control
assistance.

It is now available for free download from
the following web address:
http://www.ruralfutures.une.edu.au/downloa
ds/SmallFarmWeeds 400.pdf

If you would like to receive one or more
printed copies of the booklet in the post,
please email mcolema8@une.edu.au or
bsindel@une.edu.au, indicating your postal
address details and the number of booklets
you would like to receive.

Alternatively, you may phone Michael
Coleman (02 6773 3616) or Brian Sindel (02
6773 3747).
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In March we said farewell to Stuart
Moorby from Cootamundra Shire.
Stuart has resigned from his position to
concentrate on his family’s nursery
business. Good luck in your new
adventure Stuart.
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For More Information on weeds training
courses

Please contact:
Steven Honeywood 02 43481917
steven.honeywood@industry.nsw.gov.au

or
Rebecca Spinks 02 4939 8933
rebecca.spinks@industry.nsw.gov.au




