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NEW DPI Project Officer for 
Fireweed 

The NSW DPI Weed 
Management Unit are 
pleased to introduce the 
latest staff member to have 
joined our team.  

Craig Muir has been appointed as the Project 
Officer - Fireweed to implement a State-wide 
five-year campaign aimed at tackling fireweed in 
NSW. The project will involve collaborative work 
with DPI, CMA's, local councils and landholder 
groups to improve on-farm fireweed control 
through improved pasture management. 

The project will include a number of on-farm 
pasture management and weed control trials 
and demonstrations, as well as producer 
focused workshops and field days. 

Craig brings with him a wealth of experience in 
dryland pasture and cropping agronomy with an 
interest in plant physiology. He is based in the 
Berry District Officer and can be contacted on 
(02) 4464 6009 or craig.muir@dpi.nsw.gov.au.   
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Mr Rob Ferguson, 
members and staff of 
WRNWAG, 
 
It is with regret that I announce my resignation 
from NPWS and therefore  
from WRNWAG.  
 
I will be moving to Tasmania to take up a 
position with the Fox Eradication Group. 
I take with me fond memories of the 
professionalism, dedication and camaraderie of 
a wonderful group of people. 
 
I congratulate you all for your great service to 
western communities in weed management. 
Keep up the good work. 
 
Jim Balnaves 
 
PS  Many thanks to Steve Battenally for his 
assistance and advice on the weed problems at 
Yanga and to Woodsy for finding more weeds 
for me (I invited him to look at Tamarix and he 
stood on some spiny burgrass). 
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Planning is well underway for the 15th Biennial 
New South Wales Noxious and Environmental 
Weeds Conference to be held at The Crossing 
Theatre, Narrabri from the 15th to 17th  
September 2009.    
 
The 15th Biennial Conference’s theme is “The 
Old and the New” (Changes in Weed 
Management)  and aims to provide attendees 
with a history on weed management (successes, 
failures, and change), current weeds control 
activities, and a vision of the future for weeds 
management as a result of changing: 
technologies, demographics in rural and urban 
areas, and improved transport as a result of 
trade globalisation.  
 
The 2009 Conference Program includes 
outstanding local and interstate speakers, a 
Trade display, Field Trip, and Breakfast Outdoor 
Expo. The Field Trip provides delegates the 
opportunity to view “Big Farming” and world 
class research facilities.  
 
To register your expression of interest and for up 
to date information on the conference program 
please go to http://www.weedsconference.com/.  
If you have further questions regarding the 
conference please email 
secretary@weedsconference.com or contact 
Events and Tourism Officer, Elissa James on 
(02) 6799 6760. 
 

Click here to view the DRAFT conference 
program. 
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Good weed control 
management in winter 
crops is a vital part of 
successful and profitable 
crop production. 

Yield losses caused by 
weeds can vary 
enormously from being 
almost negligible to a 
complete loss. 

An integrated weed 
management system 

combining all the available methods is the key to 
successful control of weeds. 

The 2009 Weed control in winter crops management 
guide is available for download here.  
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grass and received a 
$3000 fine and was ordered to pay $2500 in 
legal costs. The company also agreed to make a 
$5000 contribution toward clean-up costs. 
 
Mr Helper said an immediate and thorough DPI 
investigation, involving over 
80 staff, recovered Mexican feather grass seed 
and 65 per cent of the 
Mexican feather grass plants sold. DPI is now 
attempting to retrieve the remaining 35 per cent 
of plants and called on the community to 
continue to look out for and report any 
suspected plants. 
 
DPI Landscape Protection Manager Brendan 
Roughead said the time and effort spent finding 
and destroying the plants highlighted the need 
for 
Australia’s nursery industry to adopt more 
stringent plant labelling and batch traceability 
standards. 
 
For the full story click here 

 

Draft NSW Incursion Plan for 
Invasive Plant Species 2009-2015 
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Nominations now open for the NSW 
DPI Buerckner & Stephenson Weed 

Officer Awards 
 

The NSW DPI is calling for nominations for the 
Buerckner & Stephenson Weed Officer Awards. 
The Awards will be presented at the 15th NSW 
Biennial Weeds Conference which will be held in 
Narrabri from 15 to 17 September 2009.  

The Awards were established in 2007 in honour 
of Parkes Shire Council Weed Officers, Mal 
Buerckner and Ian Stephenson, who were 
tragically killed on the job in a helicopter 
accident in 2006, along with the pilot Shane 
Thrupp. The Awards acknowledge outstanding 
contribution to weed management in NSW.  
There will be two categories in this year’s 
Awards: 

�  The Buerckner Award – for outstanding 
contribution to the on ground control of weeds 
in NSW. 

�  The Stephenson Award – for outstanding 
contribution to planning and coordinating 
weed management programs in NSW.  

Nominations close on 30 July 2009 

�  To download the Awards Guidelines click 
here.  

�  To download the Nomination Form for the 
Buerckner Award click here.  

�  To download the Judging Criteria for the 
Buerckner Award click here.  

�  To download the Nomination Form for the 
Stephenson Award click here.  

�  To download the Judging Criteria for the 
Stephenson Award click here. 

For more information on the Awards contact 
Alyssa Schembri on 6391 3850 or email 
weed.resource@dpi.nsw.gov.au.  
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If you have some important news, a 
success story, upcoming field day or 

just a funny joke or poem…Email me a 
few paragraphs that I can include in 

the next edition of CHINWAG. 
lmitsch@greaterhume.nsw.gov.au 
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